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COMMUNITY COLLEGES play a vital
educational role in the com’fﬁunities they
serve. In lllinois, 60 % of all undergraduate
students attend commupity colleges (240,000
students in 2006). Com’fnunity colleges advo-
cate for open access and equity, are commit-
ted to teaching and learning, support work-
force development,s“promote lifelong learn-
ing, and offer progfams in a wide array of
fields—responsive to and based in their local
communities. IIIirjois has the third largest
community college system in the United
States, with 48 colleges, plus satellite cam-
puses, in both urban and rural settings.

Community collegé Libraries and Learning
Resource Centers H@ve been leaders in
librarianship for mai‘ny years. NILRC in its 34
years as a consortium has served the needs of
its community college members, promoted
information literacy, and sponsored global
teleconferences. In this partnership with the
Graduate School of Library and Information
Science at the University of Illinois, Urbana-
Champaign, NILRC has securﬁd Institute of
Museum and Library Services (\I\MLS) funding to
support professional library education for a
cohort of 20 Masters
&y | Degree students:. The
| community college

curriculum culminates
with a six month paid
internship at one of
the grant-partner
community colleges.

Librarians

librarianship-focused

ABOUT GSLIS at UIUC

The University of Illinois Graduate School of
Library and Information Science is recognized
as a premier institution, frequently ranked
number one and con-
¢ sistently among the
" top three US LIS
schools. Graduates of
UIUC GSLIS are highly
. skilled at using the
o latest technology and
methods for reference,
research, information
organization, and
other professional
tasks. They are also well-grounded in the
theories of information organization and use.
GSLIS offers courses on campus and through its
LEEP online program. Grant cohort students
may pursue the degree on campus or online.
See the LIS web pages for comprehensive infor-
mation about the school and for contact infor-
mation. www.lis.uiuc.edu
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COHORT SUPPORT & MENTORING

Unique to this program are courses on commu-
nity college topics offered through the Ul Col-
lege of Education, which will supplement the

student’s LIS coursework. In addition, staff//”/

from the ten partner community colleges will

“actively engage with cohort students through-

out the course of the program. Students will
have support from the Grant Project Manager,
as well as GSLIS advisors and faculty.

A DIVERSE FOCUS

Librarians in community colleges, as in other
areas of the library profession, have tradi-
tionally been less than representative of our
increasingly diverse student populations. It
has been a priority in ALA (the American
Library Association) to recruit and educate a
Eﬁyerse professional workforce. This grant
Wiik\seek to attract candidates who will
equitably represent community college stu-
dent drpups.

PROGRAM APPLICATION
PROCEDURES

Candidates “for this grant program must first
apply to GSU]S for admission into the Gradu-
ate College, following the procedures de-
tailed on the LIS web pages. Deadline for
Spring admiss“jon is October 15. Applicants
must meet the minimum admission require-
ments. Additﬁonally, applicants will submit
personal statements of interest (1-2 pages)
in communit)} college librarianship and in
this grant-fus‘r“]ded program. Candidates will
be reviewed and selected for inclusion in the
cohort by the NILRC grant team, separately
from admjssion to GSLIS. More information
about the grant and instructions for applying
will be found on the LIS pages and at
www.nilrc.org. A written commitment to
parj;iéipate in the post-degree internship will
a/l/,8'6 be required from cohort students.

American Association of Community Colleges
www.aacc.nche.edu

American Library Association:
www.ala.org

Association of College and Research Libraries:
www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/issuesadvocacy.htm



