Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School: Addison Trail High School

Course, course description, unit description
College Reading and Vocabulary.

Grade level 
	X
	High school

	
	

	
	College


Seniors

Description of learner characteristics 

The students were part of the College Reading and Vocabulary class.  These are students who are college-bound, although there is a wide variety of learner characteristics.

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed – For example, Indicator F: Identifies keywords, synonyms and related terms for the information needed. 
Based on your team’s results of the needs assessment, identify two NILRC Indicators in common that both the HS team and the CC team will address.

Standard 2. 2. b.: Identifies keywords, synonyms and related terms for the information needed.

Standard 3. 2. a.: Examines and compares information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

Standard 2. 5. c.: Differentiates between the types of sources cited and understands the elements and correct syntax of a citation for a wide range of resources.

Standard 2. 5. d.: Records all pertinent citation information for future reference.
Illinois Learning Standards addressed 


	Learning Standards
	Early High School
	Late High School

	A. Locate, organize, and use information from various sources to answer questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.
	5.A.4a Demonstrate knowledge of strategies needed to prepare a credible research report (e.g., notes, planning sheets). 
5.A.4b Design and present a project (e.g., research report, scientific study, career/higher education opportunities) using various formats from multiple sources.
	5.A.5a Develop a research plan using multiple forms of data. 

5.A.5b Research, design and present a project to an academic, business or school community audience on a topic selected from among contemporary issues.

	B. Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.
	5.B.4a Choose and evaluate primary and secondary sources (print and non-print) for a variety of purposes. 
5.B.4b Use multiple sources and multiple formats; cite according to standard style manuals.
	5.B.5a Evaluate the usefulness of information, synthesize information to support a thesis, and present information in a logical manner in oral and written forms. 

5.B.5b Credit primary and secondary sources in a form appropriate for presentation or publication for a particular audience.

	C. Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats.
	5.C.4a Plan, compose, edit and revise information (e.g., brochures, formal reports, proposals, research summaries, analyses, editorials, articles, overheads, multimedia displays) for presentation to an audience. 

5.C.4b Produce oral presentations and written documents using supportive research and incorporating contemporary technology.
5.C.4c Prepare for and participate in formal debates.
	5.C.5a Using contemporary technology, create a research presentation or prepare a documentary related to academic, technical or occupational topics and present the findings in oral or multimedia formats. 

5.C.5b Support and defend a thesis statement using various references including media and electronic resources.


5.A.4a Demonstrate a knowledge of strategies needed to prepare a credible research report (e.g., notes, planning sheets). 

5.A.4b Design and present a project (e.g., research report, scientific study, career/higher education opportunities) using various formats from multiple sources.
5.B.4a Choose and evaluate primary and secondary sources (print and non-print) for a variety of purposes. 

5.B.4b Use multiple sources and multiple formats; cite according to standard style manuals.
Concepts: Knowledge of research strategies, planning, primary-secondary sources in print and non-print sources, plagiarism, MLA formatting.  The SKILLS include demonstrating, preparing, designing, choosing, evaluating, using and citing.

Objectives of the lesson 
Students will have an opportunity to expand and strengthen your skills in these areas with the following assignment.  

Essential Understanding:
Interpreting, analyzing, evaluating, and communicating information is key to academic success and to life-long learning.
 How to:
1. To identify and explore a topic of interest 
2. To reflect on the steps and choices one makes during the research process 
3. To learn to identify and evaluate sources appropriate for college-prep research 
4. To deepen and expand personal knowledge of a topic of interest 
5. To effectively communicate new knowledge and understanding of a topic 
Time required 

Our periods are 50 minutes long and this project was two weeks long.  See timeline (lesson_timeline.doc).

Teaching environment 

Students were in the library, in computer labs and their classroom during this assignment.

Activities 

See for the assignment: http://www.dupage88.net/aths/resources/AT%20MCweb02/Kowalski%20InfoLit/b%20assignment.htm
Process:
1. Choose Your Topic.
-         Choose a topic that interests you. 
-         Choose a topic you have questions about. 
-         Choose a topic you know about. 
-         Choose a topic you want to learn more about. 
-         Choose a topic that is discussed or written about in professional sources and a college atmosphere. 
  
2. Frame Your Topic before Researching (record in Pre-Research Essay) 
-         Explain why your topic is interesting you. 
-         Summarize what you currently know and believe about your topic. 
-         Explain the process by which you came to these beliefs and understandings of your topic. 
  
                       3. Develop and Execute Plans for Expanding your Topic Frame through Research 
                            (record in Research Process Journal)
-         Develop some essential research questions that you want to find the answer to through research. 

-         Narrow the focus of your topic to your final essential research question(s). 
-         Work to develop a preliminary thesis statement that reflects your expanded frame of your topic, which includes your opinion about your topic or your answer to your research question(s). 
-         Gather, develop keywords to search, review your search strategies, and evaluate the sources that support your thesis and expand the frame of your topic.  Give credit to your sources with your citations. 
  
4. Organize and Present the Final Expanded Frame   (record in Post-Research Essay and Annotated Bibliography) 
-         Present via PowerPoint or with other visual aides, OR 
-         Publish via formal written research paper 
Materials/equipment required 

The whole project was put into the Information Literacy framework and posted as a webpage.  It is at:  http://www.dupage88.net/aths/resources/AT%20MCweb02/Kowalski%20InfoLit/index.htm. 

The items noted as “new” were designed for this project.  These items were selected because our teachers at the high school indicated that these were problematic to our student body.

Assignments  http://www.dupage88.net/aths/resources/AT%20MCweb02/Kowalski%20InfoLit/assignment.htm. 
Teacher(s) - Who does the teaching: Librarian, classroom teacher, both? 

Both English teacher and the Media Director made presentations to the class, however students spent most of their time on this project with their English teacher.

Assessment - How do you determine the effectiveness of the learning?

The best part of the success of this project was the discussions with the focus group.  Several of the students expressed frustration that they did not learn this information prior to their senior year.  They expressed gratitude that they learned how to search scholarly journals and learned to evaluate sources before they left for college. 

*********************************************************************************************************************

Post-instruction reflection by instructor 

The best part of the lesson was what students shared in their journals.  They reflected on the process of learning to research and what they were thinking as they did the steps.  Their time and focus was excellent and there was frank discussion on what they need to know about evaluating sources.  It was like it was the first time they heard this information.

Revisions needed/made 

We need to develop a rubric that is useful in measuring the growth as reflected in the “research journals”.
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