Documentation MLA Style

Parenthetical Citation

A parenthetical citation is simply a reference that directs your reader to the works cited page at the end of your report.  As you will notice in the examples below, there are parentheses at the end of the quotations.  Within those parentheses is the information that your reader needs to locate the piece of work from which you have taken that bit of information.

1)  If your author is NOT named in your text, your citation in you paragraph should look like this:

Our researcher concluded that “women impose a distinctive construction on moral problems, seeing moral dilemmas in terms of conflicting responsibilities” (Gilligan 105).

2)  If you place the name of your author within your paragraph, your citation should look like this:  

One researcher, Carol Gilligan, concludes that “women impose a distinctive construction on moral problems, seeing moral dilemmas in terms of conflicting responsibilities” (105).

3)  If you use a multivolume work (i.e. encyclopedia, reference book, ect.) then your citation in your paragraph should look like this:

After issuing the Emancipation Proclamation, Lincoln said, “What I did, I did after very full deliberation, and under a very heavy and solemn sense of responsibility” (5:438).

4) If you cite an electronic source in your paragraph, your citation should look like this:

Business forecasts for the fourth quarter tended to be optimistic (White 4).

Nota bene:  On the above example you will notice that there are NO quotation marks, yet it is still cited.  The above example is known as an “indirect quote.”  In other words, the information had to be cited because the IDEA came from the information provided on the website.  So even if you choose NOT to directly quote the information provided, if you even use the IDEA, or indirectly quote the information, it MUST still be cited.

Preparing a Works Cited Page
The basic format for a book includes the following elements:

Gilligan, Carol.  In a Different Voice:  Psychological Theory and Women’s 

Development.  Cambridge:  Harvard UP, 1982.

1. Author:  Use the author’s full name:  the last name first, followed by a comma, and then the first name and any middle name or initial.  End the name with a period and one space. 

2.  Title:  Give the full title, including any subtitle.  Underline the title, capitalize all important words, separate the main title and the subtitles with a colon and one space, and end the title with a period and one space.

3. Publication information:  You can usually find this information on the book’s title page or on the copyright page immediately following.

Citing Electronic Sources

If you cite an online scholarly project, your citation on your works cited page should be in the following format:

Scots Teaching and Research Network. Ed. John Corbett. 2 Feb. 1998. U of Glasgow.

<http://www.arts.gla.ac.uk/www/english/comet.starn/htm>  (5 Mar.1998).

When you cite an entire project or database, provide the title, underline; the name of any editor; the date of publication; the name of any organization or institution that sponsors the project or database; the electronic address; and the data you consulted the source address.

If you cite an online personal or professional site your citation should be in the following format:

Lederman, Leon.  Topics in Modern Physics—Lederman. <http://www- ed.fnal.gov/samplers/hsphys/people/lederman.html> (12 Dec. 1997).

Cite a personal or professional site with the author’s name; the title if any, underlined; the electronic address; and the date you consulted the source.  If the source has no title, describe it with a label such as “Home page,” without quotation marks or underlining.

Preparing a Works Cited Page Cont.

Citing an article in a reference book

An encyclopedia article on your works cited page should look like the following example:

“Mandarin.”  The Encyclopedia Americana.  1994 ed.


Here the title of the article is listed first in quotation marks ending with a period and two spaces: the name of the reference book is underlined and then followed by a period and two spaces: then the edition of the book is listed.  Often you will find an edition number and a date.  If this is the case in your reference book, then your example should look like this:

“Mandarin.”  The Encyclopedia Americana.  5th ed. 1998

Citing a Multivolume Work


If you are using two or more volumes of a multivolume work, cite the total number of volumes of the work (“5 vols.”).  This information comes after the title –or after any editor’s name or identification of edition – and before the publication information.  Specific references to volume and page numbers (“3: 212-13”) belong in the text.

Blanco, Richard L., ed.  The American Revolution.  1775-1783: An Encyclopedia. 2 vols.

  
Hamden:  Garland, 1993.

Nota bene:  In the above example you see that the editor is listed first because there is usually no author in a multivolume work.  So on the works cited page, the editor’s name would be put into alphabetical order with the other references.  Then there is the title; number of volumes, place of publication and finally the year.

Doyle, Arthur Conan.  The Oxford Sherlock Holmes.  Ed.  Owen Dudley Edwards.


9 vols.  New York: Oxford UP, 1993

Nota bene: In the above example, the author is listed because we know that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle wrote Sherlock Holmes stories, but the reference book to his stories has and editor who is listed AFTER the title of the reference book.  Then there is the number of volumes, place of publication, and the year.

Lauter, Paul, et. Al., eds.  The Heath Anthology of American Literature.  2nd ed.  2 vols.

Lexington: Heath, 1994.

Nota bene:  In the above example, there are many editors, so you would list the main editor first and the abbreviation, et. al. (and all others).  Then after the title you will see that this particular reference book has an edition that needs to be listed.  Then the number of volumes, the place of publication, and the year.
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Nota bene:  On this works cited page, notice that the information is in alphabetical order according to the author’s LAST name.  Also note that the citations are double spaced with the second line indented five spaces.  In addition, you should also make note of the top right hand corner of the page.  There I have listed my last name with a page number.  On each page of your paper you should include that information (last name and page number) beginning with the very first page.

