Evaluating the Quality of Sources – Books, Periodicals, Websites

After finding a possible source for your term paper, you need to decide if you should use it or not.  

You are trying to evaluate the quality of each source using the 3 standard evaluation criteria:

· Author +/or  Sponsoring Organization Credentials

· Objectivity / Bias

· Currency +/or Accuracy

Clue Sheet: 
After reading the  General Information You Should Know Sheet
Look over the actual material – book, magazine, or website.   Record actual facts on your Evaluation Slip.  

Do you get a general impression about:

· Author Credentials – Biographical info, education, job info.  

· Objectivity or Bias - 

· Accuracy of Information – Bibliography?

· Sources for additional information listed such as organizations to contact, quality websites to use, etc.

· Currency of Information – When was it last updated?

· If it is a book – Is there an index to help students find relevant parts easily? 

Identify the publisher information of each item and record it on your Evaluation Slip:

· Books – Look at both sides of the title page for publisher information.

· Periodicals – Look for publisher information near the table of contents – usually small print in a box.

· Website – Look at the main homepage, see if there are clues for who the publisher / organization is.

For Periodicals (magazines, journals, newspapers) use the Periodicals:  A Guide to the Differences  table.

· Notice the light gray boxes in the table which show the main identifiers.

· Look at the periodical samples and use the table to make you determination about that title.   

For Books - Go to a large university consortia online catalog which includes books:

· Search for author name – what else have they published that libraries bought, do many libraries own this book?

· Search for publisher name – are there lots of hits, did many libraries buy or list their materials?
For Websites – Did an authoritative source lead you to this website?  

· Examples:  Reference Books, Librarian’s Index (http://lii.org), WWW Virtual Library (http://vlib.org)

· Look for clues by type of web address: .gov, .org, .edu, .state.us, .net, .com, .int, .web, - see chart 

· Look at the main homepage of the website for clues, contact information, last updated.

· Use FirstSearch – WorldCat - limit to Internet Resources – search for website – look at title information.

More author information:

Go to a  Scholarly Periodical Database which is “paid-for” and provided by schools, colleges or public libraries:
· Search for author name – what type of periodical publishes their work?

· Look at any full text articles and watch for biographical information, education, or job info.

· Watch for linked references of other articles that cite this article or author – means it should be good.

More publisher information:

Periodicals 
Use online index - Look for “Title List” information about the periodical name or publisher

Look for published by, peer-reviewed, membership, etc.

Use Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory – check for “Refereed”

Ask a librarian for information – Does the librarian:

· Know the author / publisher’s name – can they give you advice?

· Have a book source that will help – Biography, Who’s Who, Publisher/Periodical Source?

· Can they show you how to look for publisher or periodical information tabs or links in databases?

Evaluation Slip  Fill out the information facts about your source, your general impression, author information, publisher information, objectivity / bias, currency +/or accuracy.   Your Final Conclusion:  Should a student use this source for a scholarly term paper assignment?  Why or Why Not?

