Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School – Lincoln Land Community College

Course, course description 

COM 112 – Composition II – This course is designed to develop critical skills of argumentation in part through the study of selected essays, develop the skill to write an effective research paper, and provide  a thorough understanding of the short story.  Prerequisite:  COM 111 or COM 101

Grade level

Freshman or sophomore in college

Description of learner characteristics 

COM112 – Students need basic skills in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling; ability to read and understand with critical awareness; ability to write effective sentences, paragraphs, and themes; and an understanding of rhetorical forms and devices.   These skills are pre-tested before admission to the college, during COM 111, and by a departmental essay that must be passed before admission to COM 112.  Average class size is 25.   

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed

Standard 1. 2. d.:  Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources 

Standard 3. 2. a.:  Examines and compares information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness and point of view or bias.

Objectives of the lesson 

Students will begin to think critically about the quality of all types of information sources. 

Students will be able to discuss the concepts that all formats of information have different levels of scholarship and are intended for different audiences.
Students will be able to identify and verify author +/or publisher credentials, objectivity/bias, currency +/or accuracy for various formats of information.

Students will be able to evaluate an information source before using it in speeches, reports, and term papers.

Summary (outline) of lesson:  Evaluating the Quality of Sources – Books, Periodicals, + Websites

Pre-class:  Read the General Information You Should Know – Evaluating the Quality of Sources -  Books, Periodicals, Websites.   

Books Clue Sheet and Book Evaluation Slip – Students work in groups of 2 or individually to do hands-on exercise using set of given books. 

Periodicals: A Guide to the Differences Table and Periodicals Evaluation Slip – Students work in groups of 2 or individually to do hand-on exercise using a set of given periodicals.

Website Clue Sheet and Website Evaluation Slip  - Students work in groups of 2 or individually to do hand-on exercise using a set of given websites.

Short discussion with the groups reporting what they discovered and their conclusions about whether each item should be used for scholarly term paper assignments and why.
Brief Introduction:

You were supposed to have read the General Information You Should Know Sheet about “Evaluating the Quality of Sources”

You are going to be using Clue Sheets or Charts and samples of books, periodicals and websites, each item has a separate Evaluation Slip which you will staple together at the end of class and hand in with your name on it.

The major points you are looking for are:

Sponsoring Organization Credentials

Objectivity or Bias

Currency +/or Accuracy

Some information may be in the object itself, like brief biographical information, date, or if it has a bibliography.

Some information you will need to look up in books or on the computer, such as additional biographical information.

Some information you can ask a librarian or instructor about, such as publisher reputation.

Assign the groups if that method is used.

Time required

May vary by ability of class – approximately 40-55 minutes including a short introduction, 10-15 minutes for Books, 10-15 minutes for Periodicals, 10-15 minutes for Websites, and 10-15 minutes for final discussion.  

Teaching environment

Variety – Computer classroom in the library would be best, but regular classroom and sharing a teacher’s computer could be possible.   Library access could be useful, but carts could be used to bring resources to a classroom.  Ideally, if groups of 2 are used, then there should be one computer for every 2 students, but other sharing methods would be possible.  

Activities/Materials/Handouts
General Information You Should Know: Evaluating the Quality of Sources - Books, Periodicals, Websites (Evaluating_source_quality_general_info_handout_E_L.doc

Books Clue Sheet (Evaluating_sources_clue_handout_E_L.doc)

Books and Website Evaluation Slip (Evaluating_books_website_worksheet_E_L.doc) (Same worksheet used for both books and websites)

Periodicals: A Guide to the Differences Table (Periodicals_table_E_L.doc)

Periodicals Evaluation Slip (Evaluating_periodicals_worksheet_E_L.doc)

Website Clue Sheet (Evaluating_sources_clue_handout_E_L.doc)

The General Information You Should Know Sheet, which should be read before class, uses Abstract Conceptualization as students begin to think about the concepts of evaluating the quality of different types of sources.  Then students use Active Experimentation as they use the handouts and complete the evaluation slips which help them identify authors and publishers, search for biographical information or reputation, look for objectivity or bias, identify date published, and the value of historical information or currency.   Students use Reflective Observation as they share in a short group discussion what they discovered and their conclusions about whether each item should be used for scholarly term paper assignments and why. 

Materials/equipment required – Indicate technology needs (computer for each student, computer for instructor, projector), specific articles and/or websites


Handouts need to be given at least the day before class of the General Information You Should Know Sheet, for students to read before coming to class.  Handouts need to be prepared for the Book Clue Sheet, Periodicals: A Guide to the Differences Table, Website Clue Sheet, and Evaluation Slips for each source.  Sets of Books, Periodicals and Websites need to be prepared for each group or each student if not using groups.  Reference Books to assist need to be available in the library or on a cart, examples: Ulrich’s which lists peer-reviewed journals and publishers, and biographical sources such as Who’s Who.

Room location will determine computer access, ideally 1 computer for every group of 2 students.  The computer needs access to an online Book Catalog, a periodical database such as EBSCO (which list peer-reviewed information) or FirstSearch, and internet access for students to get to the websites. 

Assignments

This could be part of a speech or term paper assignment which would make it more meaningful to the students.

Teacher(s) 

Could be either or both the teacher and the librarian.  Our experience suggests that 2 people to assist in guiding the groups would be helpful.  

Assessment - How do you determine the effectiveness of the learning? 

Are the students able to identify the author +/or sponsoring organization of a given source, and are they able to search for credential information?

Are the students able to discuss and look for objectivity and/or bias in the work itself?

Are the students able to discuss the value of the source in relation to currency and accuracy?

Are the students able to identify the parts of a given book that indicate it is a scholarly work?

Are the students able to identify the type of periodical for a given work using the given table?

Are the students able to evaluate a website using the given chart?

Are the students able to recognize that the concepts of the quality of sources works with all formats of material?

When given a speech or term paper assignment, students will be able to evaluate sources to determine which sources are appropriate for that assignment, based on instructor restrictions.

After you have taught the lessons, complete the following:

Post-instruction reflection by instructor 

Students did well, but needed additional time, as we tried to do the Keyword Lesson and the Evaluating Lesson together.  The above instructions have them separated into 2 different days, which would work much better. The students also needed the Brief Introduction listed above – which was not done.

Groups were made up of 3 or 4 people – this was not successful for reasons of group dynamics.  3rd +/or 4th person are not as involved.  Strongly recommend only groups of 2.  

Two instructors to guide the groups would have been helpful. We tried to do it with one, but it was somewhat chaotic as there were many questions at once. 

Revisions needed/made – What will you change before teaching the lesson again?

Limit the groups to 2 each, give and enforce strict time guidelines.  Use both the instructor and the librarian in a large class to assist with questions.

I would like to use a PowerPoint presentation and the handouts as self-paced individual instruction modules with Study Skills classes and as BlackBoard components of an online Information Literacy module.
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