Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: Preparing Students to Learn for Life

East Leyden High School

Course, course description, unit description – Consumer Education 251 252

Consumer Education helps students understand the world of business and how it affects them on a daily basis. Primary goals are to develop characteristics, habits, practices, and skills that help students be better citizens and consumers. Units include banking, the American economic system, comparison shopping, advertising, budgeting, credit and installment purchasing, consumer rights and responsibilities, types of insurance and consumer protection agencies. This course meets the consumer education requirement for graduation. Unit: Career Exploration

Grade level 
	X
	High school

	
	

	
	College


Description of learner characteristics – The learners range from at-risk learners group, low motivation, to average performers and higher achievers. All these students are together in one class where they receive modifications if and when necessary, based on their needs.

NILRC Indicator(s) addressed –Identifiers to be targeted in the lesson encourage students to develop the skills to: 

F) Identify keywords, synonyms and related terms for information needed.

G) Use various search systems to retrieve information in a variety of formats.

L) Examine and compare information from a variety of sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

E) Identify the purpose and audience of potential resources.

Illinois Learning Standards addressed, if applicable 
State Goal 5 (see Language Arts)

A. Locate, organize, and use infor​ma​tion from various sources to answer questions, solve problems and communicate ideas.

5.A.1a  Identify questions and gather information. 

5.A.1b  Locate information using a variety of resources. 

5.A.3a  Identify appropriate resources to solve problems or answer questions through research.

B.  Analyze and evaluate information acquired from various sources.

5.B.1b  Cite sources used.

5.B.4b  Use multiple sources and multiple formats; cite according to standard style manuals. (Early High School level expectation)

C. Apply acquired information, concepts and ideas to communicate in a variety of formats

Also, Information Literacy Standards  (ala.org Information Power)

Standard 1: The student who is information literate access information efficiently and effectively.

Standard 2: The student who is information literate evaluates information critically and competently.

Source: http://www.ala.org/aaslTemplate.cfm?Section=Information_Power&Template=/ContentManagement/ContentDisplay.cfm&ContentID=19937
Objectives of the lesson –Students will be 

1) Able to identify varied resources for career research  (text and online resources)

2) Able to brainstorm keyword terms and successfully use them in searching online and text (circulation catalog)

3) Able to find the resources in the library (using Dewey Decimal classification system)

4) Able to determine quality online resources (credible, authoritative…)

5) Able to write (report and/or a presentation) that shows student was able to construct meaning out of the material he/she researched as related to his/her developing career interests.

6) Able to demonstrate the ability to cite the sources in a Work Cited page reflecting the use of more than one type of resource.

7) Demonstrate some reflection on steps needed to achieve career goals, possible changes in the future.

8) Construct a resume that demonstrates the ability to draw the information into a real-world application model.

Summary (outline) of lesson 

1) Careers for the Future (Teacher/Class Intro_Expectations)

Homework: Journaling=Exploring career dreams past/present/future

Rubric: Unit objectives, assignments and timeline

2) Lab Time: Bridges.com=Exploring interest (online interest test) 

a. Brochure with user name/password

b. How to set up a portfolio

3) Library research: Introduction to basic research

a. Subject Terms

b. Key words

c. Dewey Decimal classification overview

d. Using Follet (circulation catalog)

e. Daily Assignment 

i. Using bookbag, 

ii. Print-out list of sources 

iii. Show teacher sources and list

iv. Are the sources related to your topic? 

v. Use the index and table of contents…

4) Library research: Additional resources (evaluating credibility and authority online sources)

Homework: continue gathering information according to Leyden Style guidelines

5) Teacher Presentation: Creating a resume (Microsoft Word):Future Resume

6) Your research: Librarian and teacher present

a. Expectations (teacher)

b. Leyden Manual (librarian)

i. Note cards

ii. Works cited

7) Discussion group: Jobs into the future? Will yours exist?

Time required – Length of lesson by number of classes and minutes needed.


TBA: Approximately 7 days.


Library: 2 days


Lab: 2 days


Class: Introduction  (1), Presentation and discussion (3 days)

Teaching environment 

Classroom (Introductory Phase)

Library (Introduction of Information literacy skills and resources)

Library Computer Lab (Follett as a circulation catalog research tool, Internet links to such programs as Occupational Handbook and Bridges.com)

Classroom

Computer Lab (possible)

Activities
Concrete Experience (learning by experiencing)

1) Searching for information on careers using Follett (finding Dewey locators)

2) Searching for information using multi-volume sources  (Reference)

3) Searching in specialized educational catalogs for information on education as related to career of interest (College, Vocational…)

4) Selecting materials appropriate for assignment based on material selection experience of research.  

Reflective Observation:


Discussion group: What will these jobs look like in the future? Will they exist?


And/ Or reflective journaling (see questions)

Abstract Conceptualization (learning by thinking)


Resume? Can they envision themselves into the future?

Materials/equipment required
Computer access for each student in the library 

Access to Follett (Book Catalog)

Assignments 

Journaling reflection

Interest Inventory/Portfolio (Bridges.com)

Research (note cards, work cited)

Newspaper/Online Job hunters (homework)

Final report

Teacher(s) - Who does the teaching: Librarian, classroom teacher, both?

Librarian and the classroom teacher (see the lesson outline)

Assessment - How do you determine the effectiveness of the learning? 

1) NILRC pre-assessment and post-assessment 

2) Library research (print-out of Follett bookbag_books selected using circulation catalog)

3) Student career report (following Leyden Style Manual and MLA citation)

4) Career reflections journal (1 page)

5) Print out of interest inventory/portfolio (proof of ability to use an online resource)

6) Informal assessment of students (teacher and librarian will discuss observed behaviors and address them on an as need basis (Individual and/or group needs)

7) Include in report a Works Cited of resources used.

8) Resume

9) Presentations

Post-instruction reflection by instructor – Summarize the results of the lesson. What was successful? What would you like to change?

Classroom teacher: The students gained knowledge and resources to obtain information through various venues in the media center.  The students seemed to be engaged while working and the results for the students who gave an effort was outstanding.  Some students showed little or no interest in the assignment and I would like to try to motive those students who were not engaged in the learning process.  Overall, I think that the students increased their knowledge about finding and citing research information. 

Post-instruction reflection by librarian: I believe that this has provided us with an opportunity to collaborate in helping our students use the library resources more efficiently.  As the students reflected a wide range of ability and motivational levels, having the librarian and the classroom teacher collaborate when students came to the library provided them with greater feedback as they attempted to figure out what keywords worked, find sources using the Dewey classification system, and searching databases.  Additionally, the team approach allowed us to further reinforce what concepts we introduced such as using the index and table of contents to locate information needed.  As a librarian, I found students returned to the library seeking out additional help after class hours.  We emphasized the importance of their developing these research skills as a life skill ---- essential to their future careers and job seeking.  

Revisions needed/made – What will you change before teaching the lesson again?

Classroom teacher: Before I teach the lesson again I think I will first change the deadline of the paper.  I gave the students too much time to get the research papers in.  I would also take some time out of the normal class period to help students with internal citations.  I gave the students the option to see me after school if they needed help but this did not seem to work that well.  In the future, I will take some time out of class to get this objective accomplished.

Revision reflections by librarian: I look forward to continue working on developing this unit with the Business Education instructor.  I believe this unit gave us the opportunity to provide a meaningful application of research as students need to dream and reflect on their career ambitions and goals.  We will need to develop the in-text documentation portion of the unit---just in helping model for students how to do it and why it is necessary. As is the case in other classes, some students paced themselves well whereas others need to work on not procrastinating.  We look forward to working together next semester as we further improve the unit as a collaborative effort.
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