Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School – Marion High School

Course, course description, unit description 

ENG 121 – Greek & Roman Mythology. Designed for junior and senior students interested in studying the ancient myths of these two great civilizations.  Students will be exposed to the basic stories of Greek and Roman mythology in order to become educated on a general level.  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to identify myths and their meanings when referenced in other literary works.

Grade level – 11th and 12th 
Description of learner characteristics 

Students in the class are Juniors & Seniors who have already taken English 1 and English 2.  The class size ranges from 18-25 students per class.

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed 

Standard 1. 2. d. – Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources.

Objectives of the lesson

1. Students will be able to discriminate and/or define differences in scholarly journals and popular magazines.

2. Students will be able to choose the appropriate resource based on an information need.

Summary (outline) of lesson
Introduce topic – Scholarly journals vs. Popular magazines.

Divide class into groups

First Group work – Comparison of publications

· Provide each group with copies of scholarly journals and popular magazines and handout to compare. (Handout #1)

· Let groups work on comparison handout.

· Go over group work together with instructors filling in any gaps.

Second Group work – Citations from each publication

· Provide each group with copies of scholarly journals and popular magazines which have a typed

example of a citation of an article from that publication.

· Have them list differences in citations. (Handout #1)

· Go over group work together with instructors filling in any gaps.

Individual work – Determining which publication to use for a specific information need

· Instructor will identify an information need and discuss which publication would best fill that need.

· Instructor will facilitate class as a whole using another example of an information need.

· Students will be given a list of information needs and be asked to determine which publication 

would best fill that need. (Handout #2)

Individual work – Finding examples of scholarly journals & popular magazines through databases

· Out of a possible eight provided topics each student will pick two topics (or one and their research paper topic)  and using a library database find one example of a scholarly journal and one example of a popular magazine for each topic (Handout #3).

Time required

2 or 3 50-minute class periods

Teaching environment
Classroom, library & library computer lab 

Activities

Handouts needed:

· Comparison of Scholarly vs Popular (Handout #1, scholarly_popular_comparison_worksheet_E.doc)

· Information Needed (Handout #2, Information_need_worksheet_E.doc)

· Finding examples of scholarly journals & popular magazines through databases (Handout #3, scholarly_popular_articles_worksheet_E.doc)

Materials/equipment required – 

· Computer for each student with access to library databases

· Three to four copies each of scholarly journals and popular magazines with an example of a citation from that publication taped on the front for each group.

· Chalk or white board
Assignments
Only in-class assignments and activities (see above).

Teacher(s) – 

Librarian and classroom teacher

Assessment 

Completion of in-class assignments (30 points for each completed handout and 10 points for class participation)

After you have taught the lessons, complete the following:

Post-instruction reflection by instructor –


Most students had never seen a scholarly journal in hard copy and struggled at first to comprehend the purpose and audience of the content.  Though most had seen a popular magazine before they had never put much thought into their purpose or audience either.  There were definite AHHH moments when they finally comprehended the differences between the two.  After comparing the two different sources in paper the students were better prepared when it came to looking for the traits that would separate the two when they used the computer databases.  I think this was an excellent activity for students and would be extremely useful for those students in Research Writing.  Though scholarly journals may be used at the college level I think that introducing them at the High School level is a useful tool in preparing them for college.

Revisions needed/made – 

· We need to look for scholarly journals that might be more relevant to the overall research paper.

· We found that the original handout #3 was too long when we asked them to find 2 examples of scholarly journals verses popular magazines per topic, so we narrowed it to 1 citation of each per topic.  This enabled the students to finish the assignment in a timely fashion while still grasping the concept of the differences between the two.
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