Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School – Marion High School

Course, course description

ENG 121 – Greek & Roman Mythology. Designed for junior and senior students interested in studying the ancient myths of these two great civilizations.  Students will be exposed to the basic stories of Greek and Roman mythology in order to become educated on a general level.  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to identify myths and their meanings when referenced in other literary works.

Grade level – 11th and 12th
Description of learner characteristics 

Students in the class are Juniors & Seniors that have already taken English 1 and English 2.  The class size ranges from 18-25 students per class.

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed – 

Standard 5. 2. f. – Demonstrates an understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and does not represent work attributable to others as his/her own.

Standard 3. 2. a. – Examines and compares information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

Standard 2. 3. a. – Uses various search systems to retrieve information in a variety of formats.

Objectives of the lesson –

Students will be able to define plagiarism.

Students will be able to identify plagiarism.

Students will be able to meet MLA standards when using “in text” citations in order to prevent plagiarism.

Given two or more sources the students will be able to compile a works-cited page.

Students will be able to use a variety of resources to retrieve information.

Students will be able to evaluate sources for reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

Students will be able to identify their audience and choose their sources based on that.

Summary (outline) of lesson

1.
Introduction to sources (Magazines, Books, Databases, Web)


a.
What each source has


b.
How to use each source

2.
Review of web sites.

a.
How to judge reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

3.
Comparison of Sources Sheet & Web Page Evaluation Sheet

4.
Introduction to research paper

5.
Four days in Library for research and typing

6.
Turn in Work Cited pages

7.
Introduce concept of plagiarism

8.
Discussion of topic of plagiarism

9.
Terminology

a.
Plagiarism, intentional plagiarism, unintentional plagiarism, MLA documentation, parenthetical expression, works cited.

10.
Recognizes examples of plagiarism and examples that are not plagiarized

(MLA Handout).
11.
Turn in research paper 

a.
Attached will be sources used and Work Sited page with proper MLA citations.

Time required
2 weeks total from beginning to end of assignment

· Two or three 50 minute sessions for the introduction of sources and source evaluation

· Four to five 50 minute sessions of independent student research

· Two or Three 50 minute sessions on plagiarism

· Two or Three 50 minute sessions for the students to type paper

Teaching environment
Computer lab/classroom combination

Activities 

Handouts:

Comparison of Sources (Comparison_of_Sources_L.doc)

Description of Research paper (mythology_assignment_M.doc)

Statement on Plagiarism/ Course Syllabus (mythology_syllabus_M.doc)

MLA Style Documentation (Documentation_MLA_Style_M.doc)

Web Evaluation Sheet (from "Critical Evaluation of a Web Site: Secondary School Level." Kathy Schrock's Guide for Educators by Kathleen Schrock. 

http://discoveryschool.com/schrockguide/, accessed 8/10/06.)

Materials/equipment required – 

Computer lab (1 computer per student) & classroom.  The following web sites will be used: 

www.malepregnancy.com
www.petsorfood.com 

www.mayoclinic.com
www.purina.com
Assignments
See attached sheet on Research Paper assignment (mythology_assignment_M.doc)

Teacher(s) 
Classroom teacher and librarian

Assessment 

· Students will complete all handouts for 10 pts each.  

· Student will turn in Work Cited page after completing research and before typing research paper.

· Completion of research paper with correct Work Cited pages and in-text citations.

Post-instruction reflection by instructor
The lesson was an eye opener for some students.  They tend to take anything they find on the web as truth and never think too much about who authored the page and for what reason.  I also think that they realized the value of other sources other than going straight to general web sites.  Our hope is that these skills will carry over to other classes that the students are doing research for.  As the Librarian, I think this was an opportunity to work extensively with students.  The rapport that I have been able to build with students during this lesson has carried over to other aspects of the Library and has led to more and better use of the library and its resources.

Revisions needed/made
Web site evaluation sites were helpful, but not relevant to the topic.  We are going to add an additional requirement to the lesson.  The students will have to find a web site, not on the “teacher list” for the assignment and then fill out a web evaluation sheet for that site.  We think this will create a tie between the assignment and the web evaluation sheets.
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