Avoiding Plagiarism: In-text Citations

MLA Style—“Giving credit where credit is due” within the text of your paper

Briefly, when bringing specific information into the text of your paper, you must cite your source after the specific info is given.

What is considered specific information? 

Direct quotes

Statistics

Ideas that are not your own

You will also document your paraphrased ideas or summations. 

 If your reader can ask you “How do you know that?  Where did you get that information?”, then your citation should be able to answer that question. 

MLA style utilizes authors’ names and page references for in-text documentation.

Two methods of incorporation:

   
1)  Author states info followed by page number (PG). 

        
     Lee states “Tom was a dead man as soon as Scout opened her mouth” (234).


     Dr. Jones suggests that “all women over 50 should have a mammogram once 

     a year” (12).

  
2) Author and page are entered at the end of the quote. 

         
      “Tom was a dead man as soon as Scout opened her mouth” (Lee 234).
                   “All women over 50 should have a mammogram once a year” (Jones 12). 

· Please note that the period goes after the parenthesis, NOT before it. 

3)  Extended Quotes.  Quotations of four lines or more must be indented an  

       additional inch. No quotation marks are used. Double-space the entire 

       passage and place the endnote outside the ending punctuation without 

        additional ending punctuation.

In the original passage, the text follows normal style.  For an extended quote,  an additional indentation of one inch (one tab) is used.

In the traditional sense of Southern values,  yada,yada,yada…

……………………………………………………………

                                    .……………………………………………………………

                                    ……………………………………………………………..

                                     …………………………………………………  (Lee 21-23)

Activity:  

Students are to locate three articles, preferably on the topic that they will use for their research.  For each of the three articles, they are to do the following:  (If students have no articles, instructor will have articles available.)

1. Write a bibliography citation following appropriate bibliographic guidelines on a 4x6 not card. 

2. After reading and annotating the article, students are to compose two “direct quotation” cards, and two paraphrased or summary cards following the guidelines given to them for note card notation. 

3. Students are then to write a one page summary incorporating two or three quotations or summaries from their note cards.  The quoted passages must be indicated by using MLA in-text citation format in order to avoid plagiarism. 

As students read through their articles, they need to keep in mind the importance of purpose and audience.  They must continually ask themselves “What is it that I want to say about this subject;” What is it that my audience needs to know about this issue that should be considered?”  “What are the important pieces of information that need to be conveyed in order to further my thesis?”

