Identifying the purpose and audience

 of potential resources


How to “fillet” a book:  In order to understand the purpose, the intended audience and suitability of a book for use as a research tool you must examine at least two parts of the book:

a. The preface/introduction

b. The Table of Contents
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The Preface tells you why the author wrote the book.  Here he/she indicates the level of audience he/she wishes to address.  The Contents indicates the scope of the book, how it’s organized and what specific subjects are covered.  The Preface or introduction is in the front of the book with the contents usually following.

