Your Name:_____________________________

Keywords 2

You are working on a 3-5 page paper.  (Each group is given a topic and a list of keywords to try)

(# of Hits means how many results were found with a search)

1. Use an online periodical database such as EBSCOhost or FirstSearch.

Use a quick keyword search with your given keywords - all on one line. 

a. List the keywords you used  _____________________________________  

b. List the total # of hits.  ___________

c. Do most of the articles listed seem to be on your topic?     Y   /   N

Use a more advanced search with 3 boxes and separate the terms on 3 lines.  

d. List the 3 words   ______________________________________________

e. # Hits ___________

f. Do most of the articles listed seem to be on your topic?     Y   /   N

2. Look at the results and find one article that looks like it is on your topic.  Click on the title to pull up more complete information about that article.   Look for the Subject Headings.   Identify one subject heading that seems the best and click on it to redo your search.    

a. List the Subject Heading you used __________________________________________

b.  # Hits  ___________

c. Do all the articles listed seem to be on your topic?     Y   /   N

3. Use an online Book Catalog of a library.

Use the keywords from 1.a.  above and do a quick Keyword search - on all one line.

a. List the Keywords you used  _____________________________________  

b. List the total # of hits.  ___________

c. Do most of  the books listed seem to be on your topic?     Y   /   N

Use the Subject Heading from 2.a. above and change to a Subject Search

d. List the Subject Heading you used  _____________________________________  

e. List the total # of hits.  ___________

f. Do all the books listed seem to be on your topic?     Y   /   N

g. Look at each title for several of the books found and see if you can identify additional Subject Headings that might be useful when searching for this topic.  List 3:

4. Which do you think give the best results for this topic – putting all the words on one line or separating them on 3 lines?

5. Which do you think give the best results for this topic – keyword searching or using subject headings?

6. What do you think are some of the best keywords or subject headings to use for this topic from all that you have used?  List on the back of this sheet:

