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Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School – Lincoln Land Community College

Course, course description

COM 112 – Composition II – This course is designed to develop critical skills of argumentation in part through the study of selected essays, develop the skill to write an effective research paper, and provide  a thorough understanding of the short story.  Prerequisite:  COM 111 or COM 101.

Grade level

Freshman or sophomore in college

Description of learner characteristics

COM112 – Students need basic skills in grammar, mechanics, punctuation, and spelling; ability to read and understand with critical awareness; ability to write effective sentences, paragraphs, and themes; and an understanding of rhetorical forms and devices.   These skills are pre-tested before admission to the college, during COM 111, and by a departmental essay that must be passed before admission to COM 112.  Average class size is 25.   

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed

Standard 2. 2. b.: Identifies keywords, synonyms and related terms for the information needed.

Objectives of the lesson
1. Students will understand the need for identifying various ways of stating their topic.

2. Students will be able to list on their own a beginning list of keywords and synonyms.

3. Students will be able to utilize various methods to add to their beginning list of keywords and synonyms including:

a. Reference Book Indexes

b. “See Also” references

c. Subject Headings from an OPAC

d. Subject Headings from periodical databases

4. Students will be able to evaluate which keywords seem to be most efficient.

Summary (outline) of lesson

1. Brief Introduction (see above), division into groups of 2, and each group is assigned a topic. 

2. Keywords 1 Handout – Students work in groups of 2 to do hands-on exercise using reference books.

3. Short discussion with the groups reporting which keywords they began with and which keywords they added.

4. Keywords 2 Handout – Students work in same groups of 2 using a computer, an online OPAC and Periodical Databases such as EBSCO and FirstSearch.

5. Short discussion with the groups reporting the official Subject Headings they discovered and their summary of the most effective keywords for their topic.

Brief Introduction:

You are going to work in small groups of 2 each.

You are going to be making a list of keywords for a topic and then test them.

Examples to put on the board:  


If your topic is about Teens  what  other words could you use (or other ways to say it, synonyms)

Adolescents
Young Adults
Juveniles
Teenagers
Children (under 21)

What Books could you use to help you find other words?   

Thesaurus,  Library of Congress Subject Headings, Reference book indexes

You need to know that indexes at the end of books and library database programs will use a variety of keywords about your topic. Different books may use different words for the same topic.

You are going to break into groups, make a list of keyword possibilities, and then use an encyclopedia index to test them out.
Time required

May vary by ability of class – approximately 40-55 minutes including a 5 minute introduction, 10-15 minutes for Keywords 1 using reference books, 5 minutes for group discussion, 15-20 minutes for Keywords 2 using the computer, and 5-10 minutes for final discussion.  

Teaching environment

Variety – Classroom would be good for beginning, middle and ending group discussion.  Keywords 1 Handout can be in a classroom with reference books brought in on a cart or in a Library reference area.  Keywords 2 Handout needs one computer for every 2 students.  

Activities

· Keywords 1 (Keywords1.doc) handout uses Abstract Conceptualization to begin as students think of many ways to say their topic. Then students use Active Experimentation as they test those words using a reference book index and add to their list from the index and from “See Also” lists.  Students use Reflective Observation as they share in a short group discussion which words worked and which words they added. 

· Keywords 2 (Keywords2.doc) handout uses Active Experimentation as they use the computer to test keywords and discover Subject Headings.  Students use Reflective Observation as they analyze which words worked best and as they share in the short group discussion afterwards.

Materials/equipment required

Keywords 1 needs access to a reference book index for each group of 2 students.  This could be in the library or from books on a cart.

Keywords 2 needs access to a computer for each group of 2 students. The computer needs EBSCO or FirstSearch and an online Book Catalog. 

Assignments

This could be part of a speech or term paper assignment which would make it more meaningful to the students.
Teacher(s)

Could be either or both the teacher and the librarian.

Assessment - How do you determine the effectiveness of the learning? 

1. Are the students able to list a variety of potential keywords for a given topic?

2. Are the students able to list methods to use to find other keywords and official subject headings?

3. After testing out their original keywords and adding new keywords using reference books and computer databases, are the students able to identify which keywords are most effective?

4. When given a speech or term paper assignment, students will be able to utilize keywords and Subject Headings.

After you have taught the lessons, complete the following:

Post-instruction reflection by instructor – Summarize the results of the lesson. What was successful? What would you like to change?


Students did well.

Groups were made up of 3 or 4 people – this was not successful for reasons of group dynamics.  3rd +/or 4th person are not as involved.  Strongly recommend only groups of 2.  

One person who was leading a group was extremely slow in processing information and making decisions, this held one group back and made group discussion delayed.  Hopefully a teacher would know the group well enough to anticipate such a problem.   Suggest giving and enforcing strict time guidelines. 

Revisions needed/made – What will you change before teaching the lesson again?


Limit the groups to 2 each, give and enforce strict time guidelines.


I would like to use the Keywords 1 and Keywords 2 handouts as self-paced individual instruction modules to teach Keyword and Subject Heading concepts to Study Skills classes and as BlackBoard components of an online Information Literacy module.

Return completed forms to Laura Dare, l_dare@comcast.net, or

Laura Dare, Project Manager
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1656 Carol St.
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