Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

Team/School – Marion High School/John A. Logan College

Course, course description

ENG 052 – Developmental writing enables students to gain confidence in their writing ability through journal writing, reacting to personal reading, and writing for a variety of purposes. Students also develop peer-revising skills that enable them to recognize strengths and weaknesses in their own and others’ writings. While this course is not designed for transfer, it prepares students to succeed in English 101 and assists them in developing the communication skills they will need in their chosen occupational field. Students must earn a grad of “C” or higher in order to progress to ENG 101.

Grade level

Developmental Skills Class

	
	High school

	
	

	X
	College


Description of learner characteristics –No prerequisites – students are placed as the result of ASSET and COMPASS scores.  Maximum of 15 students per class. Non-traditional students and traditional students, returning adult learners, some international students and many learning-disabled students.

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed

Standard 1. 2. d. – Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources.

Objectives of the lesson 

1. Students will be able to discriminate and/or define differences in scholarly journals and popular magazines.

2. Students will be able to choose the appropriate resource based on an information need.

Summary (outline) of lesson
Introduce topic – Scholarly journals vs. Popular magazines.

Divide class into groups – 3 to 5 students per group

First Group work – Comparison of publications 

Provide each group with copies of scholarly journals and popular magazines and handout to compare. Students will not be given information specifying which are scholarly journals or popular magazines. [Journals and magazines used for this lesson are included in an attachment]

Go over handout:  Comparison of Scholarly Journal and Popular Magazines as whole class. Explain terms that they will be comparing. The last term on the list is “citations” which they will be working with in the next activity.

Let groups work on comparison handout.  15 minutes.

Go over group’s work together with instructors filling in any gaps.

Second Group work – Citations from each publication


Provide each group with copies of scholarly journals and popular magazines which have a typed


example of a citation of an article from that publication.

Have them list differences in citations. Last item on handout – Comparison of Scholarly Journals and Popular Magazines.  5 to 10 minutes.

Go over group’s work together with instructors filling in any gaps.

Individual work – Finding examples of scholarly journals & popular magazines through databases - 10 to 15 minutes.

Handout title: Finding Examples of Scholarly Journals and Popular Magazines Using Library Databases

Out of a possible eight provided topics each student will pick two topics and, using EBSCO – Academic Universe, find two examples of a citation from a scholarly journal and two examples of a citation from a popular magazine for each topic.

Individual work – Determining which publication to use for a specific information need 


Instructor will identify an information need and discuss which publication would best fill that need.

Instructor will facilitate class as a whole using another example of an information need.

Students will be given the handout – Information Needed - and be asked to determine which publication type would best fill that need – 10 minutes.

Time required – 60 to 90 minutes

Teaching environment 

Classroom/computer lab

Activities 

Handouts needed: 

· Comparison of Scholarly Journals and Popular Magazines (Comparing_scholarly_and_popular_worksheet_E.doc)

· Finding examples of scholarly journals and popular magazines using library databases (Finding_scholarly_and_popular_articles_worksheet_E.doc)

· Information Need (Information_need_worksheet_E.doc) 

Materials/equipment required 

Computer for each student with access to library databases

Three to four copies each of scholarly journals and popular magazines with an example of a citation from that publication taped on the front for each group.

Chalk or white board
Assignments 
(Only in-class assignments.)

Teacher(s)

Librarian and teacher

Assessment 
Short term: Participation in group work and completion of Finding Examples of Scholarly Journals & Popular Magazines Using Library Databases and Information Need handouts.

Long Term: Students will choose appropriate sources for an information need in relation to a future research paper. 

Post-instruction reflection by instructor

The students did an excellent job in discriminating differences between the Scholarly Journals and Popular Magazines. Good discussion existed within the small groups and transferred into whole group discussion. Instructors were excited by the “light bulb” moment – the students got it.

Revisions needed/made
Allot more time for small group work. 
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