Lesson Plan

NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School: John A. Logan College

Course, course description 

ENG 052 – Developmental writing enables students to gain confidence in their writing ability through journal writing, reacting to personal reading, and writing for a variety of purposes. Students also develop peer-revising skills that enable them to recognize strengths and weaknesses in their own and others’ writings. While this course is not designed for transfer, it prepares students to succeed in English 101 and assists them in developing the communication skills they will need in their chosen occupational field. Students must earn a grade of “C” or higher in order to progress to ENG 101.

Grade level

Developmental Skills Class

	
	High school

	
	

	X
	College


Description of learner characteristics 

No prerequisites – students are placed as the result of ASSET and COMPASS scores. Maximum of 15 students per class. Non-traditional students and traditional students, returning adult learners, some international students and many learning-disabled students.

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed 

Standard 5. 2. f. – Demonstrates an understanding of what constitutes plagiarism and does not represent work attributable to others as his/her own.

Objectives of the lesson 

1. Students will be able to define plagiarism.

2. Students will be able to identify examples of plagiarized material.

3. Students will be able to meet MLA standards when using “in-text” citations in order to prevent plagiarism.

4. Given two or more sources the students will be able to compile a works cited page in MLA format.

Summary (outline) of lesson


1 – Introduce concept – 

Activity One -Instructor will take items (cell phones, notebooks, etc.) from one student and give to another student at the start of class without explanation.

2 – Discussion of topic – relate Activity One to Plagiarism – how taking of concrete items relates to ideas and written works. 

3 – Terminology: 

Teacher will define the following:

Plagiarism, intentional plagiarism, unintentional plagiarism, MLA documentation, parenthetical expression, works cited, direct quote, and paraphrase. 

4 –Students will work in groups of 2 -3; they will be given Documentation MLA Style handout; they will need to identify the different examples as either plagiarized or not plagiarized.

5 – Instructor will demonstrate “In-text” citations providing students with handout Avoiding Plagiarism: In-text Citation.

6 – Individual Activity


Students will locate two to three articles on their research topic (these could be articles 

found through their Keyword Worksheet from lesson F). For each of the articles they will complete handout Avoiding Plagiarism: Documentation.

Time required

Two to three 50-minute sessions.

Teaching environment 

Computer lab/classroom combination

Activities 

Handouts:

Documentation MLA Style

Avoiding Plagiarism: In-text citations (Avoiding_plagiarism_intext_citations_M.doc)  

Avoiding Plagiarism: Documentation (Avoiding_Plagiarism_Documentation_M.doc)

Materials/equipment required 

Articles found by students

Note cards

Assignments 
In-class assignments

Teacher(s)

Classroom teacher

Assessment - Three successful completions of assignments 20pts per article using attached rubric.

Post-instruction reflection by instructor – Lesson worked – slower students needed some one-on-one feedback – with the feedback corrections were implemented – marked improvement with each additional summary.

Revisions needed/made

None needed.
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