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NILRC IMLS National Leadership Grant, 2003-2006

Information Literacy for the 21st-Century Learner: 

Preparing Students to Learn for Life

School: Moraine Valley Community College

Course, course description, unit description 
RDG 091 Critical Reading

Course Description: Refines and expands the critical, higher order thinking strategies necessary for the interpretation and evaluation of reading content. 

Unit 5-Persuasive Writing-study of reading selections where the author uses logic and/or emotion to convince the reader to agree with a point made by the author. 
Grade level 

Community College Developmental Education

Description of learner characteristics 

Students enrolled in RDG 091 have scored below 20 points on the reading subset of the ACT or have placed according to college standards from a score on the COMPASS Test. Typically these students read at approximately the ninth-grade level. If the students initially placed lower on the COMPASS Test, they will have successfully completed RDG 071 with a grade of C or better. The class size for RDG 091 is 25 students. 

ACRL Performance Indicator(s) addressed 

Standard 1. 2. d. – Identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources.

Standard 3. 2. a. – Examines and compares information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

Illinois Learning Standards addressed – If applicable.

Objectives of the lesson – Specific statements about what the students will be able to do as a result of the lesson. 

1. Student identifies the purpose and audience of potential resources.

2. Student examines and compares information from various sources in order to evaluate reliability, validity accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias. 

Summary (outline) of lesson
In the classroom, students will be prepped on Informational Literacy vocabulary. 

The librarians, instructor, and students will select two articles (see Articles1 and 2 in Activities section below) for analysis. The selection of articles follows the following guidelines: articles must be fewer than 300 words; the readability of the articles must be college freshman level or below; the topic of the articles must be contemporary and of interest to the students.

Classroom teacher will assign the first article for students to analyze. The article will be on a specific topic: movie piracy. Students will use 5 critical reading criteria practiced in class: identify specific topic, author’s purpose for writing, author’s supporting methods, work’s organization, and main idea (Library Worksheet #1).  

During the next class period, students will visit the library. Librarian will demonstrate a hands-on examination of a variety of different paper periodicals: newspapers, mass media magazines, scholarly journals, etc.  Students’ attention will be directed to the type of source they are assessing. Students will identify clues and tools for classifying the various materials they are handling. Students then will be introduced to a database (EBSCO Academic Search Premier). Librarians will make a quick contrast between the database screen and the publications the students just handled. Students will search for the second article on movie piracy.

For homework, students will survey the second article for the 5 class criteria items. Students will return to class and complete a comparison/contrast (Library Worksheet #2) on both articles to determine the purpose and audience of the articles and the reliability, validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias. 

Time required – Length of lesson by number of classes and minutes needed.

Three 50-minute classes will be necessary. In the first class, students will become familiar with the vocabulary, and read and analyze the original article using the course’s 5 criteria.  During the second class, students will examine the periodicals, database, and second assigned article. In the third class, students compare the two articles. 

Teaching environment 

Classroom/classroom lab. 

Activities, handouts 

Article1: Grumel, Tobey. “Free Music—And More—on the Web.”  Popular Mechanics. Mar2002. vol 179. issue 3. p.47.  

Article 2: “The Force is After You, Star Wars Pirates Told.” The Australian. May 24, 2005.

Library Worksheet #1 (library_worksheet_1.doc)

Library Worksheet #2 (library_worksheet_2.doc)

Database Definition handout (database_definition.doc)

Materials/equipment required 

Computer for each student to view database screens and read second article. 

Assignments 

Student will do examination of both articles identifying specific topic of selection, author’s purpose for writing work, organization, major details, and main idea and type of source.

Teacher(s) - Who does the teaching: Librarian, teacher, both?

Classroom teacher and librarian

Assessment - How do you determine the effectiveness of the learning? 

Students should be able to pass the unit quiz in the RDG 091 course. 

Post-instruction reflection by instructor – Summarize the results of the lesson. What was successful? What would you like to change?

Students were able to select appropriate articles on the limited topic assigned.

Students were able to analyze the articles for the reading criteria.

Students were able to make some decisions concerning the audience, evaluate the validity, accuracy, authority, timeliness, and point of view or bias.

On a limited scope, the lesson was successful. Given that many students had a brief information literacy introduction to evaluating sources in their COL 101 (freshmen seminar) course, they did have some prior knowledge on databases and source analysis.  During our reading course sessions additional discussion took place. Given the challenges these developmental readers possess, more class time would have been valuable. 

If this lesson were taught again, it may be advisable to increase the amount of time devoted to source analysis. 

Revisions needed/made – What will you change before teaching the lesson again?

The definition of terms handout should be revised to include more terms pertinent to the lesson.

Additional classes should be scheduled. 
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